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Christmas in Denmark

In Denmark we celebrate Christmas on December 24. In the winter we often have snow. It makes the Christmas very beautiful. Some people make snowmen. The Christmas tree is getting dressed up, about a week before it’s Christmas. We have a Christmas calendar, where we open one gate every day. On Christmas afternoon some people go to church. On Christmas evening   we eat duck, goose and roast pork, with this we have potatoes and brown potatoes, with brown sauce, red cabbage, and chips. To the dessert we eat “rise alamande”. In the “rise alamande” the there is an almond. Then we have to find the almond, and the one who finds it, gets a present. In some families there are children who believe in Santa Claus. Then an adult dresses like Santa Claus. He comes in and gives the children their presents. When the children get older they can recognize the voice of the man who is playing Santa Claus. They can see that it is their father or someone else they know. When they see it they get hurt.

When we have eaten, we sing songs and dance around the tree, and have fun. When we have finished, it is time to get the presents. When we have opened our presents we sit with our family and talk.

New year

Around the world

Not all countries celebrate New Year at the same time, or in the same way. This is because people in different parts of the world use different calendars. Long ago, people divided time into days, months, and years. Some calendars are based on the movement of the moon. All over the world, there are special beliefs about New Year.

Traditions in Denmark 

On New Year’s Eve many people have parties which last until late at night. It is a tradition to greet the New Year at midnight and celebrate the first minutes of the year in the company of friends and family. People dance, sing and drink to the year ahead. After that it is time to party all night long. When the clock strikes 24,00 we celebrate it with fireworks too.

Charlotte, Sabine, Karim
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[image: image5.wmf]We have chosen to white about Danish Christmas traditions. Christmas begins on the 23 of December when we start to decorate our Christmas tree. The whole family helps whit decorate the tree. It’s very cheerful. On 24. of December in the morning, Santa Claus has been there with a little thing or candy to the children. The whole family have breakfast together. Most families go to church in the afternoon, to a Chistmasservice. When we get home, we cook Christmas dinner. At 6 o’clock we have our dinner. It consists of roast duck, white and brown potatoes, brown sauce, red wine and soda water. To dessert we eat rice a lamande with cherry sauce. There is an almond in, and if you find it you get a present. We sit a long time around the table and talk together. If you have small children, it goes quickly to eat and dancing around the Christmas tree, because they want to have presents. When we walk around the Christmas tree, we sing Danish Christmas carol. When we have finished to walk around the Christmas tree, we take presents and unpack them. It’s the children who distribute the present out. It takes a long time to unpack them. And afterwards we eat candy. It was a Danish Christmas evening. It’s a very cheerful evening!

Sabrina, Linda & Anna.
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We have decided that we will tell about how we celebrate Christmas in Denmark. We are celebrating Christmas on December 24th. 

It all starts with, we get out of bed and start preparing the Christmas food. Normally at Christmas eve we eat duck, roast pork, potatos, brown potatos, red cabbage, French potato chips and gravy. And for dessert usually we eat Ris á la mande. Then we put an almond in it. And that person who gets it wins the almond present. While the Christmas food is prepared, the children watch TV. And that is fun, because there is a lot of cartoons. One thing the children like about Christmas are decorating the tree. Usually we decorate the Christmas tree on December 22nd or 23rd. Some families go to church because that was the day Baby Jesus was born. That’s how it all started. 

[image: image7.wmf]When the clock hits 18.00 we eat, and it tastes very good. When we are done with the duck, we begin to clean the table. And the men usually, do the dishes. Some families are very quick opening all the presents, while some are enjoying it and take they’re time. Also because it is nice to sit in the livingroom with the whole family. Everybody has a lot of fun and Christmas is known as the biggest tradition of all time. Then we dance around the Christmas tree and sing Christmas carols. Sometimes it doesn’t sound so good, but it is a lot of fun. When we open our presents that is usually the best thing about Christmas. When we have done that, you see the children play with the toy they have received. Then the children go to bed and the family sit in the livingroom drinking coffee eating cookies. When the clock hits midnight we all go to bed.  And we are thankfull for what we have experienced this day.  
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A Typical Hungarian Christmas Tradition

[image: image9.wmf]“Betlehemezés”

It’so long since this dramatic play part of the Christmas holiday which originally play in or front of  churches. The play introduce the birth of Jesus Christ  according to the Bible. The oldest written document about performing Betlehemezes, in Hungarian language was born between 1684-1694. 

Generally the youngsters starts their trip on Christmas afternoon and they play Bethlehem at every house of the village. The most important property of Bethlehem is a small church which inside fill up with the characters of the Bible story. In Szikszó we play Bethlehem with the local scouts every Christmas. We always have  fun but sometimes I feel touched when I see the old ladies’ face when they cry during the play. We earn some money so the summer camp is always cheaper a bit.

If you want to see this beautiful act you only have to come to Szikszó in your next Winter holiday!!!

Horváth Gabor

Christmas Dishes

We Hungarians have taken several customs so far around Christmas. Now we eat stuffed turkey, some even experiment with pudding. But we also have our typical meals such as: stuffed-cabbage and poppy seed roll. You can read the recipe here. Maybe somebody would like to try some Hungarian cuisine.

Stuffed-cabbage

[image: image10.wmf]1 large head of cabbage ( or 2 small)

2 lbs ground beef ( with pork and /or vael optional )

1 cup white rice

1 can tomato sauce

1 package 2 lbs sour kraut, drained, not rinsed

1 small green pepper, finely chopped

1 cup onion, finely chopped

2 eggs

2 cups water

2 tsp salt

¼ tsp pepper

1 tbs paprika

1 clove garlic, minced

2 tsp parsley, finely chopped

1. Fill a pot large enough to accommodate the head(s) of cabbage with water (about ½ full) and heat high. Discard the outer, dark green leaves from the cabbage and core the stalk. Boil the cabbage in the water until the leaves begin to soften, about 15 to 20 minutes.

2. In the meantime, chop the onions and fry in butter or oil until just about transparent.

3. Use tongs to remove the cabbage leaves one-by one as they become soft. Place them on paper towels to cool and drain.

4. Chop the green pepper finely and combine with the ground beef, rice, salt, pepper, paprika, egg, onions, and half the garlic and the parsley. Mix well.

5. Heat the tomato sauce, water and sugar until warm.

6. Take about a heaping tablespoon of meat mixture and roll in the cabbage leaves, folding the sides of the leaves inward toward the end.. Alternatively you can cut the leaves in halves, which will produce more, but smaller rolls. You will need to shave the spines of the larger leaves so they roll easier.

7. Line the bottom of a large frying pan with half of the thoroughly drained but not rinsed, sour kraut. Arrange the finished rolls in the frying pan on layer deep and pour in enough of the heated tomato mixture to cover the rolls about half way. Libarally sprinkle with paprika. Add the rest of the garlic and the parsley. Cover the cabbage rolls with the peeled tomatoes and the remaining sour kraut and any of the left over cabbage leaves.

8. Cover and cook on the stovetop at a low heat for 1½ to 2 hours. Add additional tomato/ water mixture as needed to maintain the liquid level. Don’t sir.

There is no Hungarian dish which has more different recipes and tastes than this. So you can add your own touch. This dish tastes great if you eat it right away, but also delicious the other day re-heated. You can serve it with sour cream and add fried sausages as shown in the picture above Hungary

Mária Lesko, Anett Miklós, Adrienn Lipták 
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Big Fat Snake

The greatest musicians in Denmark

The five members of Big Fat Snake are: 

Anders Blichfeldt. Anders is born on the 9th of September 1963 in Copenhagen. He has a education as an piano tuner. In the band he plays the guitar, the post horn and he is the lead singer. He has been in two other bands, where one of the bands went down.

Pete Repete: Pete is born on the 15th of June 1955 in Copenhagen. His education is student. He plays the piano, the keyboards and the Hammond organ in the band. Pete has been playing in four other bands before he became a member of Big Fat Snake.

Jens Fredslund: Jens is born on the 22th of March 1960 in Dortmund. His education is a higher preparatory examination. In the band he plays the drums and the bass. He has been in six other bands before Big Fat Snake.

Peter Viskinde: Peter is born on the14th of November 1953 in Copenhagen. His education is permanent student. He is the guitar player in the band. Peter has played in four bands before.

Asger J. Steenholdt:  Asger is born on the 6th of October 1964 in Copenhagen. He has an education from the musicians institute and from the rhythmical academy of music. In the band he plays guitar, the electric bass and the double bass. Asger is the one who has played in most bands before. He has been a member of eight bands and Big Fat Snake is the ninth.
The history of Big Fat Snake

The history of big Fat Snake starts in 1988, when Peter Viskinde and Anders Blichfeldt 

met for the first time, brought together by a common friend, the drummer Søren Frederiksen. 

The first time they made a record was together with “The Werners”.

When they made the record Erik Damgård played the bass.

After short time Erik Damgård was replaced by Jan Tønder, and a bit later Søren Frederiksen was replaced by Jens Fredslund. “The Werners” changes name to “Verners Worldorchestra” and at the same time Jan Tønder got replaced by Asger Steenholdt, and then the keyboard player Stig Kausmanas get in the group, but later he get replaced by Morten Bolvig.

In that period the band produced a number of demo tapes, but the studios would not release it.

When they play live it is great, but it begins to be problematic because the crowd gets smaller to their concerts. At the end of the 90`ties Asger Steenholdt and Jens Fredslund left the group, whereupon the group spilt up.

To a party Anders Blichfeldt met the bassist Jacob Perbøll, and a new band was created with Peter Viskinde and the drummer, Holger Kølle. The band went to the studio to produce a number of classics and personal favourites, and to try something new they produced it on a two-tracked tape recorder. The new tape should of course have a name, and they got the idea from an old Bob Dylan that sounds like this: 
   Wiggle, wiggle, wiggle like satin and silk,       

   Wiggle, wiggle, wiggle like pail of milk

   Wiggle, wiggle, wiggle rattle and shake

   Wiggle like a bigfatsnake.

At first there was no interest from the record buyers, but in the next 6 months Big fat Snake began to have good reputation as a live band. BFS played on one of Denmark´s best festivals, Rosilde festival and later Skanderborg festival. Here BFS get discovered by Poul Brun from Medley Records. Poul Brun signed BFS to Medley and produces the album, “Born lucky” in 1992. At the same time the keyboard player Pete Repete and Jens Fredslund was back on the drums. BFS shot a video to the song “Whenever you`re ready” and it became a little hit. Not at least because of a program where people could call and vote for music videos. 

In fall 1992 BFS takes on their first, almost sold out, tour and then they get very popular. Later same year and in 1993 it begins to go bad with Medley Records, as has been bought by EMI. In the fall they break with EMI and return to their first record company, Sundance Records. Here they produce the album “Beautiful thing”, co-produced by their soundman Peter Brander. The album got fantastic reviews and you hear songs like “Plasticman” and “Howling at the moon” in the radio. This time the tickets to their concerts sold out and once again they change record company again to Edel Scandinavia, a german concern. In 1995 they produce the album “Midnight mission”, co-produced by Poul Brun. From that record the best hit ever “No peace like in heaven” comes. BFS is now on the hit list. Another big tour starts but now it is on the big places.

In 1996 is the Mega Recordsalbum “Fight for your love”, produced by Oli Poulsen, released. It is the best selling album until now. A big tour is waiting and on the summertour they get backed up by two background singers, Gry Harrit and Pia Trøjgård. At the same time BFS has written the official team song for the Danish football team “Big boys in red and white” as becomes a big hit. In the same period BFS is supplying the song “back into your eyes” to a Danish film “Dangerous friendship”. 

In the start of 1997 Jacob Perbøll is leaving and replace by the bassist Asger Steenholdt and “ the producing of “Flames begin. “Flames” achieve gold-status in only 10 days.

After a huge success with the album “Flames”, the now big and robust fan scare can look forward to October 1998.

The last couple of months you could hear the single “Female voice” on the Danish radio stations. And of course, once again, the new album has been good welcoming again. The CD is very modern and is called “www.bigfatsnake.com” as is the same as their homepage. 

The band has got platin for the record “www.bigfatsnake.com”. 

Record number eight on BFS list is the snakes first picking up CD. “Recycled” was on the top of the hit list for a long time.

The 27th of September 2000 it happens again. BFS sends out the album “Running man”. The album has 11 new songs.

Rock numbers like “Two things” and “I can’t stay” speeds the album up in original BFS sound. Through “Running man” they play with swamp-blues, country rock funk and soul. The album is a big success and all their concerts are sold out.

After many years on the stage big fat snakes comply with the crowds biggest wishes. The 3th of December they release the album “bigfatsnake-live”. 

The 11th album is released the 12th of August and is called “Play it by ear”.

Majken skovgård Olesen, Janne B. Simonsen and Line B. Pedersen.
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The music scene in Germany
When you think of German music, you`ll probably think of folk songs and yodel. But the Germans can offer more. There are phantastic House and Techno DJ`s, whose tracks are played in the clubs all over the world and which go up in the charts.

The German Hip-Hop scene rises and there are wonderful R`n`B and soul singers. 

Who used to ask oneself how music, which was originally sang in English would sound in German knows it now. The way Joy Denalane, a 28 years old German-African, embodies soul and sings it with German words, wasn´t there before. No miracle, that her debut “Mamani” is so successful and even gets international attention. With Joy Denalanes unusual musical personality starts a new period for German Soul. 

The Frankfurt band “Glashaus” seems to make music especialy for your broken heart. Their front women Cassandra reaches you with her amazing voice. She is supported by Moses Pelham and Martin Haas, originally two producers.

Moses Pelham for example was one of the firs German artists who started to make rap music. Through the time he discovered a lot of young talents. And also Xavier Naido, maybe the most famousGerman soul singer. 

Xavier has an unusual, unforgetable voice and deep lyrics. He sings about love, live, death and God. And everything in German, a language which only seemed to contain folksongs and yodel.  
[image: image15.png]



[image: image16.png]



Germany
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Nowadays engagement does not mean marriage. More and more young people are getting engaged, but we do not think they are taking it seriously.

 We have interviewed a girl named Pernille who is 16 years old. She is engaged to boyfriend who is 18 and they have been together for 6 months.
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“I really don’t know why we did it, but it just seemed right because everyone is getting engaged. It is not like we are planning a wedding, we are only engaged to show our love to each other”, says Pernille. Her parents think it is ridiculous. They do not take it seriously because they think that they are too young. They do not know what they are doing. When you are engaged it means that you have to get married. 

We went to Eibjerg city to interview some youngsters about their opinion. A 17-year-old boy thought that engagement among teenagers was senseless. Why do you have to get engaged when it only means being boyfriend and girlfriend? An 18.year-old girl said that it was fine to be engaged because she thinks it is “in”. 

So we have found out that in Denmark it is normal to get engaged when you are still very young. Maybe in a few years young people will be getting married like they are getting engaged today. Then there will only be more divorces.

 We think that fashion has a part in getting engaged. Young people think it is cool to wear a ring, which means true love. At least they think so, but love may be over before you know. Many teenagers have been engaged more than once, and each time they think he or she is the right one. Some of them also just get engaged to show other people that they are in love. They think it is giving them higher status.

Our opinion about it is that you have to be sure about your own feelings before taking such an important decision, and it may be too 

early to take it when you are still young. You need to try a lot of relationships in order to 

get a lot of experience. When you are a teenager there is not long from love to hate!

Tanja, Line, Christina
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LOVE AMONG TEENAGERS - 2

[image: image20.wmf]Love among teenagers is different in every country. In USA if you like someone, you just ask the person if she or he would go out whit you on a date. In Denmark young people party and drink a lot. At a party you maybe see someone you like and get there mobile number, then after the party you often start sending sms to each other, and get to know each other better that way. Then you see each other at a party and start kissing and making out, and maybe you become boy/girlfriend.

There are also a lot of young people, who meets on the internet. They start chatting and get to know each other, sometimes they arrange to meet on a blind date. Maybe they get along very well and starts to go out. It can also be very dangerously, it could be one who wants to rape you. 
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Some people have tried to be in love and they say that it feels like having butterflies in your stomach and you are flying on a pink sky. In Denmark the average for sexual debut are 16,3 years old. Some young people have sex very early, some of them are only 13 years old and some even younger. In Denmark it’s illegal to have sex, with a person under 15 years old. 

In Denmark it’s legal to have an abortion for every woman until 5th month. For young girls under 18 they have to get their parents signature. If young people in Denmark have 

[image: image22.wmf]sex with their boyfriend you have known in a wield they often use berth-control pill. Those who often have a one night stand use berth-control pill and condom to protect themselves for getting pregnant and getting benereal disease. To get the berth-control pill you have to go to your doctor and then he or she will tell you about it and writhe you a prescription, and you don’t have to get your parents signature.          

    Bettina, Maria and Tina 

Denmark
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1. Do you still find mistake with your boy/girl friend, as you want to change? 

A. Yes, sometimes has boys/girls 

B. Well, sometimes but it is not that 

C. No, there is not a perfect person. I respect my boy/girl friend, as he/she are

2. Do you want to call a other  girl/boy and not your friend, if  you boring?

A. No, I only want to call my boy/girl friend. 

B. I am young and I want to live  my life completely so of course I well do that.

C. Sometimes, but only if I  had an argument with my boy/girl friend.

3. Will you bee embarrassed if your boy/girl friend do something stupid in front of your friend?

A. It depend on what he/she is doing, but  not really.

B. Yes…

C. No, I love him/her and I don’t care what other thinks.

4. Do you get a warm feeling inside when he/she smiles?

A. It depends on where we are and who we are together with

B. Yes, it is the best I know

C. No, this is not me, I’m not that romantic

5. Are you jealous , when your boy/girl friend speaking to others girls/boys?

A. Yes, I what my boy/girl frined to just be Interested in me even I know  it is stupid.

B. Maybe, but only if the boy/girl is hot.

C. No, we are living over oven life.

6. When you hear a love song are you thinking of you boy/girl friend?

A. ha ha no

B. Sometimes, but only if we are together and looking in each others eyes.

C. Yes it is amazing, now I know what true love is.

7. Have you sometimes problems  to concentrate you, because you think to mush on you boy/girl friend?

A. No I don’t let love distract me.

B. Yes it is hopeless sometimes.

C. Sometimes when I am in the right mood or miss him/her mush.

8. Are you thinking of how you look? 

A. Yes I want my boy/girl friend to be proud.

B. No I look the same as I always do

C. A little maybe. 

9. Are you getting mad?  If you here someone speaking about  your  boy/girl  friend?

A. I am getting irritate.
B. Yes, then I defend him/her.
C. No if he/she have don something’s stupid.

10. do you feel proud when you go hand in hand whit him/her down in the street?

A. I had never think about that but he/she is okay.

B. He/she can actually bee very boy

C. Sometimes I want to show my boy/girl friend to the hole world of course I am proud of him/her. 

[image: image24.jpg]



71-100 Points

There is no doubt. You are in love complete occupied of your girl/boy friend. It is so unbelievable lovely when you are in love and happy, and the feeling is return. In this moment, you be up in the air, but don’t lose the balance don’t lose him/her. When you are high up, it really heart when you fall dawn and tell the reality. Enjoy the love, enjoy every second, but let not the feelings do you blind. No matter what, so is love something of the best with the life? So enjoy it.     
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10-40 Points

Either have you enough in you self, or haven’t you find the proper person yet. You work not as a passionate, but you are probably a very good friend. To experience the love, you mustn’t bee afraid to say “yes please”. If you all the time pull you self back to protect you self and your feelings, will you never experience that happiness, love is. There is really something call “glowing love”. Someone experience it early and all the time, and others have to wait on it in for years. You realize very fast, when it is in front of you. Suddenly exist the word not longer, only him/her, worth to wait on?
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41-70 Points

Some time are you up and fly in the air, but other time are you very skeptical. This can of course have something with your mood and tuning to do. Maybe you still are a bit uncertain? Don’t cross your bridges before you come to them. It he/she make you happy, so don’t worry. You must not bee afraid to express your feelings. And so what, it is goes wrong? It is impossible to go through the life without any disappointment. You must bee honest with you self and remember to enjoy the life.  

1.     a=1      b=5     c=10

2.     a=10    b=1     c=5

3.     a=5      b=1     c=10

4.     a=5      b=10   c=1

5.     a=10    b=5     c=1

6.     a=1      b=5     c=10

7.     a=1      b=10   c=5

8.     a=10    b=1     c=5

9.     a=5      b=10   c=1

10.   a=1      b=5     c=10

Trine, Janni and Birgitte
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Personality test

1. You have forgotten your wife/ husband’s birthday. You are trying to make excuses for yourself. How do you justify yourself?

a. I can’t remember birthdays…

b. I was so busy with my engagements…

2. It’s 3 o’clock p.m. and your friend Silvia, as usual, phones you. This time you lose your patience and you tell her not to call anymore at that time. Your words upset her. On recalling the episode you say to yourself:

[image: image28.wmf]a. Silvia is always bothering 

    me

b. Silvia was in bad mood.

3. You have lost a sport 

contest you have been 

practicing for a long time, 

you say to yourself:

a. I have to change sport.

b. I’ve not talent for sport.

4. You have forgotten an important appointment. You say to yourself:

a. sometimes I forget to check my diary.

b. there’s something wrong with my memory.

5. You have bought a very expensive gift for your wife/ husband, but the gift is not appreciated. You say to yourself:

a. I should commit myself more in this kind of things.

b. Certainly my husband/ wife has got difficult tastes.

6. The project that you are managing has a great success, you say to yourself:

a. I’ve committed myself completely and I’ve succeeded.

b. Everybody has put heart and soul in this project: it’s a team success.

[image: image29.jpg]



ANSWERS 1-2

The optimistic answers are  “B”s. In fact these two questions evaluate “permanence”. Saying that you can’t remember birthdays or that someone always irritates you means that you attach these events a permanent cause, that is to say, you have a pessimistic view. 

ANSWERS 2-3

The optimistic answers are  “A”s.Universal explanations in fact produce “impotence” in many situations, while answers such as “I have no talent for this sport” or “I forgot to check my diary” don’t generalize the problem, they are specific.

ANSWERS 5-6

The optimistic answer to question N°. 5 is  “B” and  “A” for question N° 6. These two questions in fact assess how you personalize events, so that you blame yourself when things fail or you feel happy with yourself when you succeed.

Marta Realdini, Eleonora Grilli, Federica Rocchi, Letizia Bitozzi IVB/L

The Tree test

The psychological test has 3 criterions:

-it has simple answer

-has a verbal and a 2-dimensional part

-has a table to give points to the questions or to the assays

The tree test is a great way to recognise someone’s character. The chosen one draw a tree and you dimidiate the picture . If the parts are coincidentally the person’s character is in balance. If he/she draw a bolt-hole he/she has got actuality affright. This is normal in the teenage.

The bough could show us something as well. If the boughs are small the person has average desire in the life. If the boughs are long the person could be pushy.

Scoring is your job.
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