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- The Origin of the English Language 

 Old English – Middle English – Modern English 

 

- The Celts ……………………………………………………………… pag. 11 

 
- The Romans ………………………………………………………     “ 12/13 

 
 

- The Anglo-Saxons:  lifestyle; sailors, warriors, moulders of jewels ….   “ 16 

    King Arthur’s legend …………………………….   “ 17 

 

- Beowulf: Plot 

   Date of composition 

   Setting 

   Main Characters 

   Social Background 

c.700 B.C. 

(c.55 B.C.) / c.43 AD – c. 410  

450 -  1066. 



   Nature 

   Main themes 

   Language and style ……………………………..   “ 29 

- The Normans:  William the Conqueror …………………………   “ 42 

   The feudal Society …………………………..…..   “ 43/44 

   Henry I / Henry II – The Plantagents ..…….   “ 45 

  

    

The Magna Charta  (1215)…………………………  “ 46 

   The Model Parliament  (1295) …………………..      “ 47 

   The Hundred Years’ War ……………………...…      cenni 

   The War of the Roses……………………………..      cenni 

Poetry 
 - The Ballads: Jongleurs – Troubadours – Minstrels …....      “ 55/56/57 

 

Lord Randal ………………………..     “ 59 

 

 

 

 - Geoffrey Chaucer 

…………………………………………..   “ 64/65/66 

        

   The Wife of Bath …………………………………     “ 73 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1066 -  1154. 

  1154 - 1453. 



Drama 
 - Miracle and Mystery plays           ……………………….….. pag.   80 
          - Morality Plays ………………………………………………   “ 81 
 

Prose 
 - Arthurian Romance  ………………………..……….….. cenni 
 
 
 
 


