
The Picture of Dorian Gray: Preface

-While Wordsworth had seen the poet as the “priest of Nature” and Shelley had spoken about the
poem as the “trumpet of prophecy”, the Decadent Artist was the ANTI-PRIEST or DEVIL OF ART,
upturning moral values and refusing a social role in society.
Starting from the concept of the DANDY, and f rom the aesthetic program that inspired it, Wilde
developed a new concept of the artist whom he saw as free and superior to other men.
The aesthetic concept of BEAUTY* that began with Keats in his Ode on a Grecian Urn finished,
perhaps, with Beardsley’s heroic-decadent illustrations for Oscar Wilde’s Salomé.

(Salomè: Wilde wrote it in French. Sir Alfred Douglas translated it into English.)
Salome = devilish instrument, femme fatale

*Wilde’s definition of aestheticism : “The science of the beautiful through which men seek the

correlation of the arts.”

:The role of the Artist

1- The immortality of art (represented in the final scene of the book when the painting is
miraculously restored to its original beauty)

2 -The divided self ( = the DOUBLE of Gothic literature):Dorian’s attempt to hide the
portrait , the artistic representation of his other self, is symbolic of man’s attempt to deny
part of his true personality.

3 -Narcissus and Faust: linked with the whole fin the siècle homo-erotic tradition of
Dandyism. Like Narcissus, Dorian falls in love with himself when he sees Basil’s portrait,
like Faust, he makes a devilish pact, prepared to sell his soul for eternal youth and beauty.

Themes:

- It is an expression of ANTI- VICTORIAN AESTHETICISM
it's the manifesto of Aestheticism in England and it shows Wilde’s view of art and the artist-

1. Art must be autonomous
2. He criticises the Victorianism and stresses the independence of art from morals
3. Art is neither good nor bad in itself: it’s the audience that mirror their souls in it
4. The artist has to be in accordance with himself
5. All art is useless

But in 1884 in his lecture “The Value of Art in Modern Life” he makes it clear that he has already
rejected the doctrine of art for art’s sake: “I have found that all ugly things are made by those who
strive to make something beautiful, and that all beautiful things are made by those who strive to
make something useful.”

Contents:

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST

The plot is based on a series of confusions that have to be resolved, mysteries that have to be explained and

cases of mistaken identity that have to be corrected.

Its satire focuses a ttention, however entertainingly, on a number of social problems from education to

property and privilege; money and marriage; ideology and economics; the decline of the aristocracy;

nineteenth century morals; the class system.

It’s a trivial comedy for serious people.

The brilliant surface is constantly broken up by the suggestion of depths.

Algernon Montcrieff is the typical dandy figure, amusing, rich, good-looking and well dressed.
Jack is also something of al dandy, but he is always more serious than Algernon.
Lady Bracknell is the caricature of the upper-class English snob;
Miss Prism is the funny forgetful servant figure;
Gwendolen and Cecily represent a silly and superficial approach to love (just a fashionable game,
whose goal is marriage) and life.

- Opposition between town (Gwendolen) and country (Cecily) Gwendoline, as a

Lord’s daughter living in London, is more snobbish and talkative than Cecily, a country
orphan; in the end both girls prove to be vain and sharp-tongued and to have the same
attitude towards life.

-First performed at the St.James’s Theatre, London, in 1895; it was published in 1899.

Stylistically, it finds its predecessors in the “comedy of manners” tradition of the 18
th

century, relying on wit,

farce and typical characters to create humour. It contributed to the rebirth of the English theatre during the

Victorian period.

-This play is Wilde’s most successful one.

The title is a pun (a play on words) based on the two meanings of the word EARNEST ( both a man’s name

and an adjective meaning ‘honest’, ‘sincere’)

- The language is witty, light and full of paradoxes and epigrams.


