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Romeo and Juliet

• The Great TRAGEDIES
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Romeo and Juliet begins with the 
materials for a comedy - the stupid 
parental generation, the instant attraction 
of the young lovers, the quick surface life 
of street fights, masked balls and comic 
servants"
Indeed, one could view Romeo and Juliet
as a transitional play in which 
Shakespeare merges the comedic 
elements perfected in his earlier work with 
tragic elements he would later perfect in 
the great tragedies -- Hamlet, Othello, 
Macbeth, and King Lear.
The heroes of the play must contend with 
external forces that impede their 
relationship, but, unlike the great tragic 
heroes, they are devoid of the inner 
struggle that makes for great tragedy.
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The Theme of Light
Scholar Caroline Spurgen once wrote, 
"The dominating image [in Romeo and 
Juliet] is light, every form and 
manifestation of it“

The Theme of Destiny
As critic Bertrand Evans points out: 
"Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy of 
unawareness" more so than any of 
Shakespeare's other plays. "Fate, or 
Heaven, as the Prince calls it, or the 
"greater power," as the Friar calls it, 
working out its purpose without the use 
of either a human villain or a supernatural 
agent sent to intervene in mortal affairs, 
operates through the common human 
condition of not knowing.

Liceo Scientifico Dall’Aglio – a.sc.: 2002/03 5

We’ve read “Tha Balcony Scene”

Act II- Scene 2

We’ve also watched it in five different
versions:
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1- Zeffirelli’s ROMEO and JULIET 
(1968)

2- Alvin Rakoff’s ROMEO and 
JULIET (The BBC Shakespeare –
1988)

3- Di Caprio’s ROMEO and JULIET 
(Director: Baz Luhrmann - 1996)

4- Jhon Madden’s SHAKESPEARE in 
LOVE  (Balcony scene – 1998)

5- Robert Wise and Jerome
Robbins’s WEST SIDE STORY 
(1961)


