Composite MTA flights
Ciao!

I am a 20 years old boomerang thrower. I have been throwing sport boomerangs for about 2 years. MTA raped me after my first tournament, in which, with great luck, I scored 34 sec with a borrowed wood boomerang. Since that tournament nearly the half time I spent throwing boomerang has been dedicated to test my MTAs.

I started with thin wood “Wind Saylor”-style mta, then I tried 2mm phenolic with good results, 30-45sec in training and my personal best 41 in tournament.

Only after a big number of throws, suggestions shared at the tournament and from the e-mails of Georgi Dimanchev I started having more clear ideas (but just a bit more clear!).

I don’t want to tell you my point of view about MTAs, you can have better suggestions from more experienced throwers, and from your tests!

I want to tell you something about my test with Georgi’s composite MTAs.

Six months ago I wrote to Georgi Dimanchev asking some suggestions and asking him to sell me one of his composite MTA. Following my desire he chose an UltraLight Primer (the latest 2 bladed MTA of his production).

The PRIMER he choose for me was 15.0g including turbolators and the two pieces of lead tape Georgi put to tune it.

When it arrived I was excited but the first throws were a bit discouraging, not more than 30 seconds, my phenolic mtas work better! It wasn’t the right period of the year, it was February, it was difficult to find the conditions in witch PRIMER could beat my best one. It was my first attempt too! When I went home I  noticed that the profile of this mta is quite sharp more than a lot of other MTAs (it rotates quite fast and very easily), but if well thrown it stabilize perfectly! The primer I have is very well made from a balsa wood core and bi-directional carbon tissue and epoxy resin! Georgi writes that Primer require “finesse”, it was true; the difficulties were combining the good angles of release (the tuning require a ~50 degrees angle of release) and giving the good power to such a light thing. Thanks to the little power required it was not too difficult to find the right throw.

The second day I tried this boomerang I had the same results. The first incredible flights were, in a sunny day, from around 40sec to 1minute22sec! That day in little thermals primer did everything for me! The next days I had only <35sec flights. I noticed how strongly this composite MTA was sensitive to the weather and I asked myself why this boomerang was made to be good in particular weather conditions only. The answer arrived soon: in warmer days it was OFTEN good and I had to improve my throw; I was becoming more confident with the boomerang and in sunny days it seemed unbeatable, it only needs a day with very little thermals, and invisible too! One day I throw it and after 50sec it was so high that it was difficult to see, but it “landed” after 1min48. Some weeks later it did it again, but it didn’t land anymore! After 1min30sec it was over my head very high and still climbing, after 3min, 200metres far from the field, it took me seconds to find it over the swallows, after more than 5 minutes it wasn’t visible anymore, and I lost it! It wasn’t only too far but too high as well!!!

That day I scored lots of more than 45second flights!

The Primer I tested is light and sensitive to air movements and require a good throw but not powerful and with some training I found the good one with no difficulties. It is incredibly well designed, quite extreme in the tuning and in the profile too, I am still not able to understand how it stabilize so well! (compliments Georgi)! It is evident it comes from a lot of prototypes and experience. It only needs some practice at the beginning, because it forgives little errors, if you have one be patient the first days, you’ll find the throw!

If you find a good day you will score your record with ease, you just have to let it go from your hands! Now I just need a new one!

There are much heavier Primer that probably are less sensitive but I think I’ll buy another UL one!

During the European Boomerang Championship in Rome, Georgi give me the possibility of trying a lot of his composite MTAs. I tested nearly 20 Primer and 15 Gradus. They were all very different one from the other. I tested Primer from 14 to 25 grams. Not all of them were astonishing but the performance strongly depends on the weather condition. During my throw in Saturday I reached 1+minute with light Primer that thanks to the thermals seemed feathers. Also Gradus were very good, more power required but safer than Primer. While the different Gradus require quite the same throw, the throw required by the different Primer strongly depends on the weight. Some of them require an “humpback” release, other just something similar to a trick catch boomerang. If you haven’t a strong throw try some of Georgi’s Primer choose one and be patient reminding that not every weather condition is perfect for that boomerang. I think that in thermals a Primer should be unbeatable even if, as I said, not all the conditions are good! Choosing a good Gradus you will have a quite safe boomerang that if well thrown gives you long flights.

I talked a bit about composite MTA’s flight, but there are other materials phenolic and wood (and all in Carbon too!). I am still making mtas using these “cheeper” materials, I had many 50+ sec flights with both materials.

I found out that the shapes of two Georgi’s Composite (Primer and Gradus) are great to make MTAs! I used both shapes for 2mm phenolic boomerangs, Gradus’ outline for a 3mm wood copy. The profile of my Primer copy is similar to the original and thanks to its weight (around 28-30grams) is good in windy condition (Georgy makes 26-28g composite Primer for wind). The paxolin copy of Gradus is made with a profile different from original (Georgi’s Gradus composite is 3.2mm thick!) the profile is quite traditional but it has a slightly undercut near the trailing edge, it is a good mta especially when other mtas seem not to hover sufficiently and in cold days. The wood Gradus copy is almost identical to the original, the performance is not the same but very good.

Probably if you make a composite MTA (you can vary a bit the weight distribution) the shape is not as important as profile and tuning for the good result.What I want to say is that little differences in the shape don’t change a lot the performance while the good profile and the good tuning are much more difficult to find, especially the profile! But if you start with a good shape, easy to handle and well balanced it will be easer to make a good MTA, from my test I can say that the two shape of Georgi are very good and easy to handle.

Mow you just have to make your experiments and or your own composite mta!

Have nice mta flights

Andrea Sgattoni
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