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[image: image3.wmf]The “ Palio di Siena” is a yearly event which follows  a medieval tradition. Naturally it takes place in Siena and it involves horses, jockeys and colourful and historic pageants. It takes place twice yearly, in summer in the 
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“Piazza del Campo”. Briefly, it is a horse race 

in which ten of  Siena’s 17  neighbourhoods, known as “Contradas” compete against each 

other . Only ten compete in the Palio because of lack of space. The event is spread over four 

days - three days of trials and the day of the race itself . During the trials, horses are “judged” to determine how well they are likely to perform in Piazza del Campo. Horses and jockeys are also given a blessing inside the church. On the day of the race, Piazza del Campo in Siena is completely packed with local spectators and tourists. First there is a 2 hour long historic parade with people dressed up in medieval costumes. Each contrada has its own symbols and colours reflected its costumes. Even if the race is scheduled to being around seven in the evening, the actual start of the race is often delayed by the preparations. The race itself takes only about 75 seconds, it is quite dangerous for the jockeys and the horses. The winner is the horse who crosses the winning like first, even if his jockey has fallen off. The winning contrada is presented with the Palio banner which is a great honour and the members of that contrada march though Siena with it. The Palio is an important event for the locals and tension is high. Piazza del Campo gets extremely crowded and spectators need to arrived hours in advance to be able to enter  the enclosed area. Tourists can also watch the trials. It is a magnificent festival which displays domineering passions, and  requires great organisational initiatives. It is a festival of the people where intrigue and betrayal are commonplace and where encounters between adversaries (never enemies) are cruel, tough and vindictive.

Erika Gasperini, Manuela Bachi VC/L
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[image: image6.wmf]There are very few historical re-enactments today which are capable of  inspiring the avid participation of its contestants and the entire city in which it is held. Gioco del Ponte, a Bridge Joust which takes place in Pisa in June is one of them.
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A military game called Mazzascudo, a sort of training for the infantry played with clubs (mazza) and shields (scudo) once existed in Pisa. It was last performed in 1406, a short time before the Florentine conquest. Its aim was to conquest the area in the ancient Piazza degli Anziani. The battle involved two teams, called Gallo (cock) and Gazza (magpie) which were formed by a number smaller teams. It took place between Christmas and Carnival.

Around the same time in Florence people used to fight in the Battaglia de’ Sassi, a battle fought with stones. Again there were two factions and the final task was the conquest of Ponte Vecchio.    

In 1568 Granduca Cosimo I dei Medici, a Florentine created the Gioco to be performed in Pisa for the first time, for Eleonora de’ Medici’s christening, but it was called Battaglia de’Sassi, after the Florentine game. Only the following year was it renamed "Gioco del Ponte".

The "Gioco del Ponte" was an integral part of the celebration of the Medici’s power. We can say that it took its organisation pattern from Florence but, it was genuinely Pisa’s own in 

form and substance, deriving from Mazzascudo.

In 1630, unfortunately, the Black Death broke out and, as a consequence of the great number of victims, the economy of the town collapsed and the Gioco del Ponte was interrupted.

Finally in 1979 people who were very interested in the game founded the "Associazione Amici del  Gioco del Ponte" and started up the tradition again. It is held on the last Sunday of June every year.

Today the massive wooden plank opposite which the two teams took their sides in the ancient version has recently been substituted by a sort of  “wagon”, weighing seven metric tonnes which slides along 50 metres of rails set up on the Ponte di Mezzo (Central Bridge).

Today, as always the teams are made up of true hulks of men who struggle against the wagon and their adversaries in the attempt to gain ground forward-a sort of “Push of War”  rather than a “Tug of War”. 

Each side of the river, Tramontana and Mezzogiorno, chooses six teams of twenty men each.  The winner is the side whose squads succeed most often in forcing their rivals back to the end of the ramp. 

Game tactics and squadron changes alternate, while the superhuman efforts of the contestants are punctuated by the palpable tension of the crowd, building from the roar of each victorious quarter to the thunderous applause of final victory for Tramontana or Mezzogiorno. 
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Elena Baldacci VC/L
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I live in Chianni, a small village near Pisa. Like many of the small, provincial villages in Tuscany, we have our own festival, the festival of the wild boar.
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During this feast we celebrate "THE KING OF THE BUSH"  which becomes "THE KING OF THE POT" for this special occasion. 

The wild boars are hunted by local hunters who are divided into three parties (Settembre nero, Indiani, Spengicamini) and every party is composed of approximately 20- 30 people.

They meet up for a shoot which is formed by 4 phases. Once shot, the boars are butchered, then they are cooked by the women of the village following traditional recipes. The most important boar recipes are stewed wild boar with olives and  roast wild boar.  Other local recipes like "Zuppa di Cavolo",  real Tuscan bread soaked in an extremely hearty, calorie-laden thick vegetable soup with lots of cabbage are also made.

The festival lasts two weekends (exactly the second and the third) in November, when boar hunting is possible. During the festival, organisers and helpers alike help each other to prepare food, to prepare the stands and to get everything ready for the visitors. 

On the two Sundays of the festival there are many stalls selling all kinds of things (clothes, jewellery, shoes etc) but above all, stands which sell typical products such as wines, oil and wild boar meat.

The village organises many things to do and to see; there are a lot of photographic shows, videos about Chianni and its history, charity, bazaars and visits to Etruscan graves.
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In the afternoon, the streets of the village are livened up by jugglers and clowns for children; a band and majorettes lead a parade of the hunters with their dogs.

People visit us from all over Tuscany; Pisa, Florence, Livorno and Siena. They like the food and the friendly welcome we give.

Giada  Vannucci VC/L
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