
YOUNG EUROPEAN CITIZENS
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRD MILLENNIUM

At the beginning of the new millennium the "Liceo Linguistico E.Montale" has chosen to join
the European project called "COMENIUS".
Some of the students of the 2nd and the 3rd year attending it are interested and involved in the
project. Our work will be based on discussions about topycs suggested by teenagers.
Only for practical reasons we had to select nine rapresentatives.
Our leaders are M.Cristina Dal Canto and Angela Benvenuti, they teach English and like this
project very much.
It is a great idea! Let us listen and learn, tell and have fun!

NOW…LET’S TALK ABOUT OUR SCHOOL!

What’s our school like?

Our school is not big, it is a three storied building that hosts 350 students and 35 teachers. Most
of the pupils are girls, probably because girls like studying languages more than boys. The school
is quite nice, clean and well-kept. There is a small library, a music room and a computer lab. In
the school there is not a Gym, so we have to a 10 minutes walk to get there. On the walls there
are lots of pannels with photos of our student-exchanges with European Schools.

What about our terms?

We have lessons from Monday to Saturday, but only in the morning. We have 6 subjects every
morning, and so 30 lessons a week. We stay at school from 7.55 to 12.50 and after the first three
periods we have a very short break of 10 minutes.
Teachers go to the students‘ classrooms. Usually each group-class is composed of 25 students,
who have their own classroom. We have 12 subjects and 10 teachers.



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
7.55 German Italian German English Religion English
8.45 German Italian German Italian History English
9.35 Maths Biology Physical Ed. History Latin Maths

BREAK!!!
10.20 History English Physical Ed. Spanish Italian Latin
11.15 Philosophy Latin Art Spanish Biology Spanish
12.05 Maths Spanish Art Philosophy Spanish

You have to know that in the first 2 years of the course we have to study some subjects (Physic,
Chemistry and Law) that we leave starting from the 3rd year.
About languages….we have to learn English from the beginning; than we can choose other 2
languages among German, Spanish and French.

Our school activities…

In the afternoon there are not any lessons, but if you want, you
can do extra-activities. There are Russian classes, singing
lessons. You can write the school-magazine or do sport like
volleyball, swimming and athletics.
From the 2nd year of the course we have the opportunity to go
abroad on cultural exchanges. It is a very interesting
experience. We generally visit 3 countries where the languages
we study are spoken.

AND NOW LOOK AT US!

                       

These are all the students involved in the project.



This is a map of the area we live in drawn in ink just to give you an idea of how to reach it from
Pisa or Florence, the nearest airports of our region.

The area the school is situated in is called Valdera, that is, the Land of
the river Era. It’s a district rich with history and natural beauties: in
fact, its hills are covered with fields under cultivation, vineyards and
olive groves.
Small villages are built up on the top of the hills. Their origins are quite
old, going back to the Etruschi who were the first inhabitants of the
area. Numerous and welcoming agricultural farms permit tourists to
spend a holiday in complete relax. For these reasons, this place is
considered one of the most important and attractive in Italy.
Tourists who come here love the genuine and artisan products, good
cuisine and culture, at the same time. Here you can find feudal castles,
Roman churches like the “Pieve of San Martino” in Palaia.

Last but not the least, the sea is  about 50 kilometres far from the Valdera; so it is easy for us go
over there by train or bus and have a refreshing bath on hot summer days.



And now… a bit of information on the main  towns in our area.

Pontedera lies in the middle of Tuscany, on the river Era; in the past, it was     called Pons-Harae
(from Latin) but both the modern and the old name mean the same thing, bridge on the river Era.
The first historical reference to Pontedera  dates back to May 25th 1163, when it was put on a list
of castles and military outposts belonging to Pisa.
Today the city finds its principle source of economic welfare in industry and commerce. Here is
the home office of the most important industry in  Tuscany for the manufacturing of mopeds and
motorcycles, The Piaggio European Vehicles.
Amongst the business initiatives, we can remember the San Luca Fair, that takes place each year,
in October.
In Pontedera there is also a growing cultural interest  which is put into practice by  the Theatre for
research  and experimentation.
In the summer in the Council Hall, where there is a beautiful library, the "Cinema under the stars"
takes place while numerous concerts fill the city streets.
Great importance is played by the railway  station of Pontedera  on the Florence-Pisa line.
In Pontedera there aren't only shops and industries, but there are also many places for those who
want to enjoy  themselves like cinemas, bars, pizzerias and restaurants.
Young people meet in the main street, known as Corso Matteotti, which is also the best  shopping
precinct in the town.  There is also a nice sports centre where you can swim, dance, play football
and volleyball.
We like this city because it offers teenagers like us, the possibility of enjoying ourselves,
socializing and meeting people.

Since its origins, Ponsacco was famous for its borser position between the Republic of Pisa and
Florence. From a small village it has become an artisan town, where many industries produce any
type of wood furniture.
There has been a "Permanent Furniture Show ” since 1960 and some local companies have
opened their own exhibitions, so that people can visit them and buy furniture for their homes.
In the centre of Ponsacco you can visit the S. Giovanni Evangelista Church and the Baptistery;
just outside the town, you can find the famous Villa Medicea of Camugliano with its beautiful
park: a part is open to the public, another one is a protected area.
If you want to go for a walk or have a ride on your bike in the countryside, we suggest getting to
the protected area called  "Poggini".



Another important area many students of our
school come from is the so called Leather District
It includes the territories in the councils of
Castelfranco di Sotto, Fucecchio, Montopoli in
Valdarno, S. Croce sull’Arno, Santa Maria a
Monte and San Miniato. In this area the leather
industry employs almost 10,000 people working
in about 400 tanneries whose activity is integrated
by companies working on behalf of third
parties.The local leather industry is among the
leading economic activities in Tuscany.
The presence of an internationally remarkable

tanning industry in lower Valdarno has favoured a development of leather manufacturing in the
area, as well as a series of directly or indirectly connected activities. Fortunately, the tanning
industry has tackled the environmental problem by building purifying plants which rank among
the largest and the most effective in Italy.


